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INTRODUCTION
Weed control is the most crucial element to establishing any tree crop, including mallees. The competition between 
weeds and young trees for valuable moisture and nutrients is very high, particularly during the prolonged dry months of 
late Spring, Summer and early Autumn. It is essential trees have minimal, but preferably no competition, to encourage 
rapid early growth and to maintain growth rates and become a valuable commercial resource. Failure to control weeds 
will affect the survival and growth of your mallee crop

This fact sheet covers the alternatives available to achieve the best possible weed control within your mallee plantings 
and includes the following:

          • Methods of weed control – chemical and mechanical
          • Timing of weed control – pre-season, establishment and post establishment
          • Best Practice Guidelines for the safe and efficient weed control

METHODS OF WEED CONTROL
Chemical
Chemical application is a very common method of controlling weeds on tree crop sites.  It is usual to use a mixture of 
knockdown and residual herbicides using a boom sprayer prior to planting. However the exact mix of chemical and the 
timing of its application is highly dependent on which weeds are present.  There is no single spray mix which will remove 
every weed and it may take several applications depending on germination levels and timing to achieve the best possible result. 

Mechanical
Mechanical removal and control of weeds is effective in the establishment year of the mallee planting.  Methods include 
cultivation, scalping and grazing.

Cultivation (or ploughing) will kill most weeds from the initial germination, depending on the timing and frequency of its 
application.  It can reduce the amount of chemical required in order to effect a total kill of weeds and also assists in 
aeration of the soil.  In cases of heavy seed build up or weed burden, ploughing may encourage additional germination of 
weeds so will need to be carried out at least twice or require the need for chemical application. 
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