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INTRODUCTION
Adequate preparation of your site for planting is essential for young seedlings to get established quickly and grow 
rapidly.  Most importantly, effective ground preparation will ensure high levels of survival contributing to the maximisation 
of biomass production and ultimately the commercial viability of your planting.

This fact sheet will detail the methods available to achieve Best Practice site establishment and include the following:

          • Ripping
          • Mounding
          • Cultivation
          • Furrowlining and Scalping

RIPPING
All soil types benefit from ripping.  Ripping will assist with the absorption and retention of soil moisture and create conditions 
to enable tree roots to quickly establish themselves.  Ripping slightly deeper than the agricultural hardpan can be beneficial.  
A depth of 400mm is recommended.  Deep ripping (>700mm) may be beneficial on specific sites particularly in higher rainfall 
zones, however this would be determined by the depth of  hardpan encountered.  In all cases it is essential ripping does not 
result in the creation of air pockets beneath the soil.  A press wheel or roller should be attached behind the ripper to enable 
any clods to be broken up and air pockets to be pushed out.  Alternatively, track or wheel rolling riplines will assist in this 
process.

Ripping may be carried out prior to planting using either a bulldozer or agricultural tractor.  Preferably such ripping should be 
carried out in summer or autumn when maximum shatter may be achieved or preferably, the year before planting to enable 
riplines to settle and become moist.  Alternatively, ripping may be carried out at the time of planting as a single pass operation.  
It is important if this latter method is used, enough horsepower on the machine pulling the ripping implement exists ensuring 
only one pass is required and that the recommended depth is reached.
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