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INTRODUCTION
In making mallees both a commercial and environmental option for your farm, it is important to thoroughly plan your planting.  
"How easily are mallees going to integrate into my current farming system?", "where do I want to plant them to achieve 
maximum benefit?", "what constraints do I have to overcome?" and "what options are available to me if my objectives 
change?".  These are all questions you need to ask before selecting the species, planting and managing the trees.

This fact sheet outlines the ‘Best Practice’ procedure to ensure your plantings achieve the maximum benefit to you and 
your land regardless of your primary objective and covers the following:
 
     • Planning
     • Site and species selection

PLANNING
The design of your mallee planting depends on a range of factors.  Site selection is essential and will determine whether 
your plans are feasible or not.  Factors to be considered include, but are not limited to, the following:
 
• Your existing and future land use – cropping, grazing or a mix of both.
• The purpose of your planting – water table or runoff control, wind erosion, commercial production, aesthetics or
   the combination of all of these.
• The dimensions of the land to be planted and the size of the equipment used to farm the land – spray boom  
   and seeder bar width assuming an alley style layout.
• The type of planting you want and whether the site is able to support the number of trees planted on the site – block 
   vs belt plantings and moisture/groundwater availability.
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